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Indigenous Peoples’ key concerns and recommendations 

to the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

(NBSAP) of Nepal 

Nepal is a state party to UN Convention on Biodiversity (CBD). On December 19, 2022, 

the CBD adopted the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) that 

makes multiple references to human rights including the rights of Indigenous Peoples 

such as their right to full and effective participation in decision-making processes and 

respect and recognition of customary 

practices.    

Parties to CBD formulate their national 

biodiversity strategy as required by KMGBF. 

Nepal being a party state is currently in the 

process of developing its new National 

Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) 

in line with the KMGBF. To this end, the Nepal 

Federation of Indigenous Nationalities 

(NEFIN) and National Indigenous Women 

Forum (NIWF), the representative 

organizations of Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous Women of Nepal, in funding support 

of WWF Nepal, held rounds of consultations with Indigenous Peoples in Nepal at local, 

provincial and national levels.  

During these consultations, the participants generally opined that the KMGBF are 

relatively progressive from the lens of Indigenous Peoples’ rights, with some of the 23 

targets (such as Targets 1, 3, 5, 9, 19, 21, and 22) explicitly mentioning Indigenous 

Peoples’ rights. The four goals and other targets envisioned to be achieved by 2030 are 

also relevant to Indigenous Peoples. NEFIN and NIWF on behalf of the Indigenous 

Peoples of Nepal re-assert the following key rights concerns pertaining to respective 

KMGBF targets and hereby strongly recommend to the Nepal government to address 

them in the new NBSAP of Nepal:  

1. Actions to bring the loss of area of high biodiversity importance close to zero should 

at the same time respect the rights of Indigenous Peoples (Target 1).  

Any land use change should not interfere with Indigenous Peoples’ traditional 

management of natural resources.   

2. While adopting equitably governed systems of protected area and other effective 

area-based conservation measures, the rights of Indigenous Peoples including 

their rights over traditional territories should be respected. Their age-old traditional 

knowledge, values and contribution to biodiversity conservation should be 

recognized (Target 3).  

3. Sustainable use, harvest and trade of wildlife species should respect and protect 

customary sustainable use of wildlife species by Indigenous Peoples. (Target 5). 



3 
 

4. Climate change has a disproportionate effect on Indigenous Peoples. Nature-

based interventions to increase biodiversity resilience should incorporate 

Indigenous knowledge and practices and should not jeopardize or interfere with 

their nature-friendly lifeways and worldviews (Target 8 and 11).    

5. Sustainable use and management of wildlife species should yield social, economic 

and environmental benefits for Indigenous Peoples considering their vulnerability 

and reliance on biodiversity for survival. Customary management practices of 

biodiversity products and services by Indigenous Peoples should be protected and 

promoted (Target 9) 

6. Benefits from the utilization of genetic resources and from traditional knowledge 

related to genetic resources should be fairly and equitably shared with Indigenous 

Peoples. Additionally, Indigenous Peoples’ traditional knowledge pertaining 

genetic resources should be protected and promoted (Target 13).  

7. Schemes such as ecosystem payment services, green bonds, biodiversity offset 

and credits and benefit sharing mechanisms should adopt strong social safeguard 

measures. Biodiversity conservation efforts should enhance the role of collective 

action including Indigenous Peoples and adopt non-market-based approaches 

including community-based resource management practices (Target 19). 

8. Biodiversity-inclusive decision making process should be adopted. Free prior and 

informed consent (FPIC) should be used generally in all matters concerning 

Indigenous Peoples, and specifically while accessing Indigenous Peoples’ 

traditional knowledge, innovation, technologies, and practices (Target 21). When 

need be, Indigenous intellectual property rights should be upheld.   

9. Ensure the full, equitable, inclusive, effective and gender-responsive 

representation and participation in decision-making, and access to justice and 

information related to biodiversity by Indigenous Peoples and local communities, 

respecting their cultures and their rights over lands, territories, resources, and 

traditional knowledge, as well as by Women and girls, children and youth, and 

persons with disabilities and ensure the full protection of environmental human 

rights defenders. (Target 22).  

KMGBF acknowledges the important 

roles and contributions of Indigenous 

Peoples as custodians of biodiversity and 

an important ally in its conservation, 

restoration, and sustainable use. It’s 

implementation must ensure that the 

rights, knowledge, including traditional 

knowledge associated with biodiversity, 

innovations, worldviews, values and 

practices of Indigenous Peoples are 

respected, documented, and preserved 

with their FPIC, including through their 

full and effective participation in decision-making, in accordance with relevant 
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international human rights standards as provisioned in the United Nations Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), CBD and ILO I69, among other instruments, 

and by harmonizing the existing national legal framework as required.  
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/fli6«o h}ljs ljljwtf /0fgLlt / sfo{of]hgfaf/] 

cflbjf;L hghfltsf ;jfn Pj+ ;'emfjx?  

g]kfn Hf}ljs ljljwtf;DaGwL dxf;lGwsf] kIf/fi6« xf] . dxf;lGwn] ;g\ 

@)@@ sf] l8;]Da/ !( df s'gld+u–df]lG6«on ljZjJofkL h}ljs 

ljljwtf;DaGwL vfsf -s]PdhLaLPkm_ cg'df]bg u¥of] . o; h}ljs 

ljljwtf;DaGwL vfsfsf] b:tfj]hdf cflbjf;L hghfltsf k|yfhlgt cEof;sf] 

;DDffg Pj+ klxrfg / lg0f{o k|s[ofx?df pgLx?sf] k"0f{ / k|efjsf/L 

;xeflutf h:tf cflbjf;L hghfltsf 

clwsf/ nufot dfgjclwsf/x?af/] 

pNn]v ul/Psf] 5 .  

Hf}ljs ljljwtf;DaGwL dxf;lGwsf 

kIf/fi6«x?n] o; vfsf cg'?k 

cfkm\gf /fli6«o h}ljs ljljwtf 

/0fgLlt th'{df ug'{kg]{x'G5 . 

kIf/fi6«sf] x}l;otdf g]kfnn] xfn 

gofF /fli6«o h}ljs ljljwtf /0fgLlt / 

sfo{of]hgf -PgaL;fk_ tof/ ul//x]sf] 5 . o; ;DaGwdf g]kfnsf 

cflbjf;L hghfltsf wf/0ff ;+sng ug]{ x]t'n] g]kfnsf cflbjf;L hghfltsf 

k|ltlglwd"ns ;+:yfx? Gf]kfn cflbjf;L hghflt dxf;+3 / /fli6«o 

cflbjf;L hghflt dlxnf d~r4f/f :yfgLo:t/ / /fli6«o:t/df k/fdz{ sfo{x? 

;DkGg u/]sf] 5 .  

cflbjf;L hghfltsf] b[li6sf]0faf6 x]bf{ s'gld+u–df]lG6«on 

ljZjJofkL h}ljs ljljwtf;DaGwL vfsf dxTjk"0f{ /x]sf] 5 . vfsfdf ;dfj]z 

rf/ nIox? ;g\ @)%) ;Dddf / @# kl/df0ffTds nIox? ;g\ @)#) 

;Dddf xfl;n ug]{ p2]Zo lnOPsf] 5 . vfsf cGtu{tsf nIo / 

kl/df0ffTds nIox? dWo] s]xL lglZrt kl/df0ffTds nIox? -h:t} 

kl/df0ffTds nIo !, #, %, (, !!, @!, @@_ n] cflbjf;L hghfltsf 
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clwsf/af/] k|ToIf?kdf pNn]v u/]sf] 5 . cGo kl/df0ffTds nIox? 

Kflg cflbjf;L hghfltsf] clwsf/sf lx;fan] ;fGble{s /x]sf 5g\ .  

s'gld+u–df]lG6«on ljZjJofkL h}ljs ljljwtf;DaGwL vfsfcg'?k 

g]kfnsf] aGb} u/]sf] /fli6«o h}ljs ljljwtf /0fgLlt / sfo{of]hgfdf 

;Daf]wgfy{ g]kfnsf cflbjf;L hghfltsf k|ltlglwd"ns ;+:yfx? Gf]kfn 

cflbjf;L hghflt dxf;+3 / /fli6«o cflbjf;L hghflt dlxnf d~r ले हालै स्थानीय, 

प्रदेस र केन्द्रिय तहमा गररएको सरोकारवालाहरुसंगको अन्तरक्रियाको आधारमा तयार पाररएको   

   lgDg d'Vo ;jfn / ;'emfjx? Gf]kfn ;/sf/ ;dIf k|:t't ub{5 M  

!= h}ljs ljljwtfsf] lx;fan] pRr dxTTjsf If]qx? Kf"0f{?kn] ;+/If0f 

ug]{ sfo{x? sfof{Gjog ug]{ elg/xFbf o;af6 cflbjf;L hghfltsf] 

clwsf/df kg{ ;Sg] gsf/fTds k|efjdfly ljrf/ ul/g'kb{5 . s'g} klg 

:yfgsf] e"–Joj:yf jf e"–pkof]u kl/jt{g sfo{x?n] cflbjf;L  hghfltsf] 

k/Dk/fut ;|f]t;fwg Joj:yfkg k|0ffnL, cEof; / clwsf/df afwf k'¥ofpg 

x'Fb}g -kl/df0ffTds nIo ! ;DaGwL_ .  

@=;+/lIft If]qx?sf] ;dtfd"ns zf;sLo k|0ffnLx?sf] / cGo k|efjsf/L 

If]q–cfwfl/t ;+/If0f pkfox? -cf]O;LPd_ sf] cjnDAfg ubf{ cflbjf;L 

hghfltsf] k/fDk/fut If]qdflysf] clwsf/ nufot cGo clwsf/x?sf] 

;Ddfg ul/g'k5{ . ;lbof}+ k'/fgf] k/Dk/fut k|0ffln, 1fg, d"No, / h}ljs 

ljljwtf ;+/If0fdf ltgLx?sf] of]ubfgsf] ;Ddfg ul/g'k5{, dfGotf 

lbOg'k5{ . -kl/df0ffTds nIo # ;DaGwL_ 

#= jGo k|hfltx?sf] lbuf] k|of]u, ;+sng / Jofkf/sf sfo{x?n] cflbjf;L 

hghfltsf To:tf k|hfltx?df lgxLt ;+f:s[lts / k|yfhlgt clwsf/x?nfO{ 

;'lglZrt / ;Ddfg ul/g'kb{5 . -kl/df0ffTds nIo %_ 

$=hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/sf] cu|efudf clfbjf;L hghflt /x]sf 5g\ . h}ljs 

ljljwtfsf] pTyfgzLntf clea[l4 ug]{ sfo{x? cGtu{t cflbjf;L hghflt, 

cflbjf;L dlxnfdf lglxt k/Dk/fut 1fg, lzk, k|lawL, cEof; / cGj]if0fx? 

klg ;dfj]z ul/g'kb{5 . o:tf sfo{xaf6 cflbjf;L hghfltsf k|s[ltdf cfwfl/t 
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hLjg ;+:s[lt, k4lt / cf:yf Pj ljZjb[li6sf]0f vnn gkg]{ ;'lglZrt 

ul/g'kb{5 -kl/df0ffTds nIo * / !!_. 

% cflbjf;L hghfltsf ;+s6f;Ggtf / pgLx?sf] hLjgdf h}ljs 

ljljwtfdflysf] cToflws lge{/tfnfO{ Vofn ub}{=jGo k|hfltx?sf] lbuf] 

pkof]u / Joj:yfkgn] cflbjf;L hghfltsf nflu ;fdflhs, cfly{s / jftfj/0fLo 

nfex? lbg'kb{5 -kl/df0ffTds nIo (_ . 

^= cfg'j+lzs ;|f]tx?sf] k|of]uaf6 / o:tf ;|f]tx?;Fu ;DalGwt 

k/Dk/fut 1fgaf6 k|fKt x'g] kmfObfx? ;dtfd"ns / Gofof]lrt 9+uaf6 

cflbjf;L hghflt;Fu afF8kmfF8 ul/g'kb{5 . o;sf] cltl/St, cfg'j+lzs 

;|f]tx?;Fu ;DalGwt clfbjf;L hghfltdf lglxt k/Dk/ut 1fgsf] ;+/If0f, 

k|j4{g ;fy} To:tf 1fgsf] af}l4s ;Dkltsf] ;'lglZrt ul/g'kb{5 -

kl/df0ffTds nIo !#_ .  

&=kfl/l:yltsLo k|0ffnL e'QmfgL ;]jf, xl/t af]G8, h}ljs ljljwtf 

ckm;]6 Pj+ qm]l86, nfe afF6kmfF6 h:tf ;+oGqx?  cflbjf;L 

hghfltx?sf nflu vt/fk'0f{ klg 5 .  To:tf pks/0fx?df ;an ;'/Iff 

dfkb08x? ;dfj]z ul/g'kb{5 . h}ljs ljljwtf ;+/If0f k|of;x? cflbjf;L 

hghflt / cGo ;lxtsf] ;fd'lxs sfo{nfO{ a9fjf lbg] vfnsf] / ;d'bfodf 

cfwfl/t ;|f]t;fwg Joj:yfkg cEof;x? nufot u}/ahf/ cjwf/0ffdf cfwfl/t 

x'g'kg]{5 -kl/df0ffTds nIo !(_ .  

*=h}ljs ljljwtf ;df]jzL lg0f{o k|s[of h?/L 5 . ;fdfGotof h}ljs 

ljljwtf;DaGwL ;a} dfldnfx?df cflbjf;L hghfltsf] xsdf clu|d 

hfgsf/L;lxtsf] d~h'/L -Pkmlks_ sf] kfngf x'g'kg]{5 . ljz]iftM 

cflbjf;L hghfltdf lglxt k/Dk/fut 1fg, gjk|jt{g, k|ljlw / cEof;sf] 

kx'Frdf Pkmlkssf] clgjfo{ sfof{Gjog x'g'kg]{5 -kl/df0ffTds nIo 

@!_ . cfjZostfcg';f/ cflbjf;L hghfltsf] af}l4s ;DklQdflysf] clwsf/ 

;'lglZrt ul/g'kb{5 . 
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(=h}ljs ljljwtf;DaGwL ;Dfu| lg0f{o k|s[ofdf, Gofosf] kx'Frdf / 

;"rgfdf cflbjf;L hghflt, cflbjf;L dlxnf, cflbjf;L hghflt afnaflnsf tyf 

o'jf, / ckf+utf ePsf cflbjf;L hghfltsf] ;fd'lxs, k"0f{, ;dtfd"ns, 

;dfj]zL, k|efjsf/L / n}+lus pQ/bfoL k|ltlglwTJf / ;xeflutf ;'lglZrt 

ul/g'kb{5 . To:t}, cflbjf;L hghfltsf ljlzi6 ;+:s[lt, e"ld, If]q, ;|f]t;fwg 

/ k/Dk/fut 1fg ;Ddfg ul/g'kb{5 . kof{j/0fLo dfgjclwsf/ /Ifssf] ?kdf 

pgLx?sf] k"0f{ ;'/Iff x'g'kb{5 .  

h}ljs ljljwtfsf] ;+/If0f, k'g:yf{kgf / lbuf] k|of]udf cflbjf;L hghfltsf] 

dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf / of]ubfg /xg] tYo s'gld+u–df]lG6«on ljZjJofkL 

h}ljs ljljwtf;DaGwL vfsfn] :jLsf/ u/]sf] 5 . o:fsf] sfof{Gjog ubf{ 

cflbjf;L hghflt, cflbjf;L dlxnfsf clwsf/, 1fg, gjk|jt{g, d"No, cf:yf, 

ljZjb[li6sf]0f / cEof;x?sf] ;Ddfg, ;+/If0f / k|j{4{g ;'lglZrt 

ul/g'kb{5 . To:t} pgLx?sf] :jtGq, clu|d hfgsf/L;lxtsf] d~h'/L / 

lg0f{o k|s[ofdf pgLx?sf] k"0f{ / k|efjsf/L ;xeflutf nufotsf cGo 

clwsf/hGo ;jfn Pj+ ;/f]sf/x?sf] ;Daf]wg o'Pgl8«k, cfOPncf] !^( 

nufot cflbjf;L hghfltsf clwsf/ ;DalGwt cGt/f{li6«o sfg'gL 

k|fjwfgx? cg'?k ;'lglZrt ug{ g]kfn cflbjf;L hghflt dxf;+3 / /fli6«o 

cflbjf;L dlxnf d~r, g]kfn ;/sf/ / cGo ;/f]sf/jfnfx? ;dIf hf]8bf/ dfu 

ub{5 .  


